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The re-election of President Reagan should be considered a call to
action by pro-choice voters There is now a cl ear and direct threat to
I

the right to choose abortion--a threat that
can be kept from becoming reality~ by continued, organized, vocal pro-choice
political action.

While it seems unlikely that anti-abortion members of Congress will be able to
pass a constitutional amendment banning abortion, there is a distinct possibility Congress could muster enough votes to pass a federal law to accomplish the
same thing. IF the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision is reversed by a Reagan-appointed
Supreme Court majority, then we must be prepared to fight with all our ability
to prevent passage of a federal anti-abortion law. AND we must fight equally
hard to stop enactment of anti-abortion state laws, as well. Thus, while it
may seen the battle is over, since November 6 has passed, it has in reality
only just taken a breather before the next episode.

Voters in Florida have changed a number of seats in the Florida
House and Senate, but most incumbents returned to office. we
are
still .
evaluating the election results, but it is clear at this point that no candidate lost the election because of 'a pro-choice position. (In fact, this trend
holds true across the country.) Several pro-choice incumbents kept their seats
in the face of anti-abortion opposition, another trend we hold in common with
most other states. We'll have a full .analysis of the election in the next
issue of the newsletter.

State referenda to prohibit state funding for abortions

have met
different
fates in each state they were voted on. In Washington, pro-choice activists
were successful in defeating an attempt to ban all state money from abortion
services . (Washington's state medicaid still pays for abortions for poor
women.) In Colorado, though, another state will paying for Medicaid abortions,
pro-choice forces lost their bid to halt a similar amendment to the state constitution by a heart-breaking 6/10 of one percent of the total vote. And in
Arkansas, which is not even funding abortions, the courts struck down a proposed
state constitutional anti-abortion amendment that was written so broadly it
would have resulted in a prohibition of state funds not only for abortions but
also for certain kinds of contraception.
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As of this
writing
there have been 21 arson and/or bomb attacks on abortion and family planning
clinics. Providentially, no one has been killed or seriously injured in these
attacks, but property damage has run in the hundreds of thousand s of dollars
and the stress and anxiety endured by clinic personnel is beyond measure. In
October, National Public Radio reported that a death threat had been received
by Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, who had authored the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision. The letter reportedly originated from the shadowy Army of God, a
militant, violent anti-abortion group. (The Army of God was responsible for
two clinic firebombings here in Florida and the kidnapping of an Illinois
abortion clinic doctor and his wife; some members are currently serving long
jail terms for those crimes.)

Show the world you support the right to choose!

Meanwhile, in Washington NARAL, the ACLU, the Alan Guttmacher Institute, the
National Abortion Federation, Catholics for a Free Choice, Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, and the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights have
formed the Pro-Choice Coalition and have been working together on the problem
of criminal activity against abortion-related facilities.

You can reach the Miami Field Office

Violence against abortion clinics continues to escalate.

Barbara Radford, Executive Director of NAF and spokesperson for the Coalition,
arranged a meeting with representatives from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms, a branch of the Treasury Department, and the Cdminal Division of
the Justice Department. (The Justice Department has consistently refused to
credit the idea of a conspiracy and have therefore refused to have the FBI move
into the picture. The death threat against Justice Blackmun, however, elicited
instant FBI action.) At a meeting held August 1, the following results were
obtained:
- The BATF and Justice Department know who the Coalition members are and the
constituency they each represent.
The Coalition members understand BATF 1 s history and jurisdiction in these
cases .
- The BATF office has begun a National Monitoring Program to investigate the
incidents on a national level, including all evidence from previous incidents for possible linkages.
- The Criminal Division of the Justice Department is also investigating these
incidents and is coordinating its efforts with BATF.
- Coalition members and BATF and Justice representatives agreed to keep the
lines of communication open. Coalition members will routinely provide these
federal agencies with all information related to acts of arson or bombings
(including threats) and the federal · agencies will update the Coalition on
a routine basis.
All clinics are requested to report any incidents of violence or threats of
violence to FARAL and to the local office of BATF (which is in Miami at 305592-7965).
Meanwhile, you can help FARAL keep track of violence and harassment against
clinics by sending us copies of any news articles you find on such incidents.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Plan now to attend the 1985
Membership Meeting in March.
Details will be in the next
newsletter.

Pro-choice T-shirts1 buttons1
tote bags1 and lapel pins are
still available. Call/write
the office for more info,

we•re proud to
announce the availability of our first affiliate T-shirt. Produced in a poly/cotton blend, this
attractive shirt is light blue with a navy Lady Liberty logo on the front.
Superimposed over the logo, in bright yellow type, is the slogan
CHOICE: AN
AMERICAN RIGHT. Our name is printed in the same yellow across the bottom of
the Lady Liberty. Stylish, honest, and consciousness-raising, as well as very
affordable, these shirts are excellent for making a low-key statement of your
political view on abortion rights and would make terrific Christmas gifts for
your pro-choice friends. Order yours today! (Each shirt is $1~ postpaid,
please specify size S, M, L, or XL, and allow 10 days for delivery.)

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Coral Gables 33146.

by calling 305-667-4910 or by
writing to 924 Bird Road, #A,
The Field -Organizer is Lynn Rosenthal .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
One question we frequently are asked

is, what kind of help are you
looking for, and what if I don 1 t
have much free time? The answer: You name it, we need it. If you have money
but not spare time--we 1 ll take money. If you have spare time but no money-we can use your contribution of time. (If you have both, call the office at
once!) We need folks who can make phone calls for us, who can address envelops,
who can invite a few friends over to hear a presentation on abortion rights. We
need people to help at postcard tables, at fairs, at meetings with other civic
groups. We need folks with commercial art skills, or communication skills, or
a talent for getting things donated. We are looking for people who can devise
new fundraising projects--or help us with projects already in progress. If you
can staple a newsletter shut, we need you. If you have any skill, or no skills,
and just want to help keep abortion legal, WE NEED YOU! We can use whatever
time you have available. Call or write the office today to volunteer!

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Is tHere an "X" on your mailing label?
If not, your dues to FARAL are not current. Remember, we do not have a revenue sharing agreement
with NARAL, and money you send to Washington STAYS in
Washington! We depend on your dues and contributions to
fund our entire program, which includes an office, a parttime director, and a part-time organizer. With an annual
budget of $30,000, that 1 s a lot of memberships and pledges
to acquire. With over 4,500 NARAL members in Florida, if
each one contributed $7.00, we would meet our budget with
ease. But some of our members cannot contribute, and that
means such a simple formula won 1 t work. Perhaps~ are
a pro-choice supporter who can help us? Why not give three
times: once for yourself, once for someone you know who
has had an abortion, and once for a supporter who cannot
give. Your contribution will be put to good use, and you 1 ll have the pleasure
of knowing you have joined forces with other Floridians to keep abortion legal.
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We'd like to say "Thank You!" to our President's Club members~
those generous and loyal supporters who send a monthly contribution to FARAL.
Without their help we'd be virtually unable to keep the office open. They are:
Muriel Altus, William Andrews, Pauline Boymel, Joan Breeze, Wallace Dyar, Mrs.
Roland Earle, Sophie Green, Dorothea Halpern, Jeanie Hanna, D.C. Higgins, Milton
Korotkin, Harriett Lake, David Light, Cindy Lineberry, Marilyn Martin, Betty
Mills, Grace Minor, Sue Ann Nunn-Lawrence, B.L. Peck, Marcia Russell, Nellie
Storms, Cora Sadler, Mrs. Irving Smith, Faithrowena Solomon, Marjorie Merrill
Stewart, Neva Duncan Tabb, and Irene Zimmerman.
Also among our President's Club members are the following professional offices:
American Medical Management in St. Petersburg, Bread and Roses Well Woman Care
in Gainesville, Aware Woman Clinic in Melbourne, Wpmen's Health Center in
Orlando, Sarasota Woman's Health Center, St. Petejsburg Woman's Health Center,
Tampa Woman's Health Center, and All Women's Medical Center in Ft. Lauderdale.
Also, those generous members who responded to our pledge appeal this summer by
sending their year's monthly contributions in a single gift: Lois Robinson,
Prof. & Mrs. Mack Tyner, Jr., John Lorenz·, Ellis Chingos, Dorothy Sharp, Sue
Heldt, Marjorie Colmer, Mrs. Samuel Auchincloss, William Ryder, and Olivia
Behlen.

If YOU would like to become a member of the FARAL President's Club and make a
monthly contribution, just d.rop us a · note to let us know. Pledges of $5 to $50
per month are needed. We'll send you a statement and return envelop each month,
and you'll also receive a special "insider's" letter keeping you abreast of
what's happening on the issue here in Florida and across the nation.

The Board of Directors is looking for a few good men and women!
No, it's not as strenuous as the Marines, and you don't have to take long hikes
through swamps or deserts. FARAL needs pro-choice activists to serve on the
Board. Candidates must be dues-paid members of FARAL, must be willing to serve
a three-year term, and must be able to attend quarterly meetings in the FARAL
office in Jacksonville. If you are interested in serving on the Board, send a
short biography, and perhaps some comments on why you wish to be a Director, to
the affiliate office. New Directors are elected at the Annual Membership Meeting held each March.

